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FOX againji POX!!! 

OR 

Political Bloffbms 

-' ' 6 F T HE 

Right HonV CHARLES JAMES FOX ; 

SeteSfed from his Speeches in the Houfe of Commons^ on the 
Omnipotence of Parliament y in the appointment of the 
\' ' Mintflers of we Crown. 

CONTRASTED 
With bis Present Arguments in favour of pR«RbGATivB» 
Shewing ho^ easily a Staunch \Vhig may become 
a Professed Tory. 

1*0 which are added. 

The Speeches of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, 

On Wedfhefday December loth, 1788, on the Subjedlof a 

Regenct. 

Embellifhed with a carious FRONTiCEPiECB^dapted to the 
occaiion; and 1 Design for the Revolution Pillar at 

RUNEMEDS. *- 

A NEW EDIT.ION. 
With a POSTCRIPT, containing an Ans^'er to the 
. . BRIEF DEDUCTIONS, &c. 



The HMiourable Gentleman' fhoidd indeed lofe the Name 
of *« The Mam of the People." 

Sir Richard Hill. Dehaies, 17*3- 
"* Out of thine own Mouth 'will I condemn tieCf thvu ^ukiaf 
•« Servants* Luke tit. 22. 



LONDON:* 

printed for Johh Stockdale, oppofite Burlington Houfe 
Piccadilly, 1788. 
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Advertisement, 

AS a ftriking Proof of the Po- 
litical Confiflency of the Right 
Hon. Charles James Fox, and a 
dear Demonftration of the Purity 
of his Principles, in the Line of 
Conduft adopted by him on the 
Prefent State of Public Affairs, the 
following Bloffoms, feledled from 
his Speeches, delivered in the 
Houfe of Commons, is moft rc- 
ipedfuUy fubmitted to the Confi- 
deration of the People in general, 
and the Friends of that Gendeman 
in particular. 
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EXTHACT FROM Mr. PiTT's SpEECH, 

BUT k was not to be wondered at that the con- 
4u£tof the Hon. Gentleman ihould be fo inconfiftent^ 
when it was remembered how inconfiftent all the 
meafures of the party^ of which he was the mouth, 
were in themfelves, and how inconfiitent tht perfons 
who compofed that party were with one another. 
Still the pfif fuits of that partjj however various and 
Jiowever C9ntradi£lory9 had one uniform tendency. 
Whether they reprobated on this day what they had 
approved in the preceding, or whether they aban- 
doned a principle which they had before admitted ; 
whether one individual difitred from or coincided ' 
with the reft of his afibciates \ ftill the effea of all 
their efibrt;^, of all their perfeverancei and of all their 
tergiverfation, was to be the {am6»»rto cnibarrafs 
and confound the meafures of Adminiftration^ to 
embroil and difunite the afFe£lions of thc^i^fellow- 
fubjefis, to excite groundlefs alarms, and on thofe 
groundlefs alarms to foment the moft dangerous dif- 
contents. 
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PRE FA C E 

TO THE. 

IT E W E D I T^I O N 

OF THE 

POLITICAL BLOSSOMS. 

'In HAT the public at large may 
clearly Comprehend the point at 
iflue between Mn Fox and Mr, Pitt, and 
be enabled to form a cbrre£t judgment 
upon it, the Editor thinks it incumbent 
on him to ftate that memorable event the 
glorious Revolution, and the true ground 
and principles upon which our anceftors 
a£ted. By the Conftitution of England 
the government is vefted in the King, 
Lords, and Commons. If either be want- 
ing the Conftitution would beat an end* 

B In 
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X PREFACE. 

In 1688, King James having defertetf 
Ms throne and departed the kingdom^ the 
other two^ branches of the fupreme power 
could do no aft of legUlature, and the 
Conftitution waS in danger of being dif-: 
fohred. This vacancy of thp Throne was 
a new event in politics, and therefore 
not provided fon The Lords and Ck)m- 
mona thereupon xnet in convention in a 
full aflfembly ^the guardians andreprefen- 
tatives of the people, and came to th,e 
following fefolution: , . . 

" Thsjt King James IL having en- 
^ deavoured to fubvert- the Cdjiftitution 
*' of the kingdom by breaking the original 
** contra<3t. between Kin^ aAd People, 
, " and by the advice erf j^fuits and other 
^* wicked perfons having violated the 
" fundamental laws, and having with- 
*^ drawn himfelf out pf tl^is kingdom, 
*' has abdicated the government, and Uiat 
>* the Throne is thereby vacant. 

The 
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PREFACE. 5a 

The reafons upon which they decided 
inay be found at large in the Parlia- 
mentary proceedings of the times. 

T^he Lords and Gammons having thus 
decided the fingle ppftulatum^ the vacan- 
fcy of the Throne, they filled up that va- 
cancy by their declaration of 12th Fe^ 
bruary 1688, as follows: That William 
^rid Mary, Prince and Prrncefe of Orange^ 
be, and be declared King and Queen, to 
hold the Crotfrn and Royal Digi^ du- 
ring* their lives, and the life of the fur- 
vivor of them ; and that the fole and fuH 
exercife of the regal power be only in, 
and executed by, tJie faid Prince df 
Orange, &c. 5ic. &c. 

The Lords, and Comtnons therefore fet- 
iJed i\k Crown, firft on King Wiiliarti 
and Queen Mary, King Jaine8*s eWeft 
daughter, for their joint livts ; {hen on 
the furvivor ; then 6h the iflue of Q^eeh 
Mary ; upon failure of fueh iflue, t6 the 
Princefs Anne, King James's fecond 
daughter, and her iflue; and MIy, oh 
B a failure 
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adi PREFACE, 

fjlilurc of that, to the iflue of King 
William, who was the nepheyv as well as 
fqn-in-law of King James the Second, 
in exdtifion of the/on and heir apparent of 
James the Second. 

Thefe Princes, therefore, did not take 
the Crown by hereditary right or defcent, . 
but by donation or gift of the Lprds and 
Commons y the guardians and reprefenta^ 
lives of the People, who, according to 
Mr. Juftice Blackftone, p. 214, vol. i* 
had the right of difppfmg of it in the 
event which had happened. 

Mr. Juftice Blackftone, who w;is a prcr 
rogativp jujlge and layryer, in his Comr- 
mentarie8,j^. 212, fays, '^ Our anceftors 
^* having moft indifputaUy a compe- 
>* TENT Jurisdiction to decide 
" this great and important queftion, and 
i** h^-ving in fad decided it, it is now bcr 
^' come our duty at this diftance of time 
"to ^cquiefqe in. their detenranation ; 
** being born under that eftablifhment 
.^* which was. built upoQ this foundation, 

^' ana 
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PREFACE, xiii 

c 

*^ and obliged by every tie, religi^pus as 
'^ • ** well 4S civil, tp maintaipi it." 

The great fundamental principle then 
of the Revolution being eftabliflied by 
this authority of our anceftors, viz. that 
in the event of a vacancy of the Throne^ 
" which may happen by pther means than 
abdication (as in the prefent cafe), the 
Lords and Commons only have the right of 
filling up that vacancy according to their 
difcretion, in exclulion of an Heir Appa- 
rent, or ahy tereditary right whatfoever; 
the Public will try the iffue between Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Pitt by this fundamental 
principle, and determine whether Mr. 
Fox or Mr. Pitt be the Man of the ConJiU 
^tution\ which is the Whigy and which the 
I'ory. 

It flioufd be remembered what the oh- 
jeAions were, which the Tories and Jaco- 
bites' urged againft the Revolution, that 
•^the Public may fee at oiie point of view 
the true diftindion between Tory and 
Whig, or * more properly Revolutionift. 

The 
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The argument, as urged moft forcibly, 
and given by Mr. Nelfon, author of the 
•* Feafts and Fads," a verypious and learned 
gentleman of the Nonjuring party, turned 
upon this : 

, " That the laws mistdc by the fupremc 
•* power cannot otherwife than %iy the 
" iamc be annulled : That this confifting 
** of King, Lords, and Commons, whereof 
*^each hath a negative voice, no two of 
*** them can repeal or ena£t ia law with- 
** out confent of the third; much lefs may 
^ any one be entirely excluded from its 
^ part of the legiflature by a vote of the 
^* other two. That all thefe maxims were 
^ broke through and openly violated at 
" the Revolution ; where an aflembly 
" of the Nobles and People, notfum- 
** moned by the King's writ (which was 
an eflential part of the Cpnftitution), 
and confequently no lawful meeting, 
did merely upon their own authority 
.** declare the King to have abdicated^ 
f* the Throne vacant, mdgavet&e Crown 

''by 
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PREFACE. XV 

** hy a vote to a nephew^ whpn there were 
** three children to inherit ; although, by 
" the fundamental laws, of the realm, the 
•* next heir is immediatelj tofucceed. Nei- 
•* thcr doth it appear how a Princess abdl- 
** cation can make any other fort of va- 
^Vcancy in the Throne than would be 
** xaufed by his death, lince he cannot ab- 
** dicate for his children, otherwife than 
** by his own confent in form to a Bill 
*' from the two Houfes." 

In anfwer to this, we muft occur to 
hrft principles, fuch as are to be found of 
our Cqnftitution as mentioned by Mr. 
Lociej^nd as eftabliflied at the Revolution. 
In the firft place. That all power is de- 
rived from the people; and the power it- 
felf being always in them, they may make 
pr alter any form of government. That 
there is no natural right in one nuh- to 
govern another but that is by inftitutiori, 
force, or confent, 

That by the inftitution of this country 
the people are not bound by laws^ to 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3fvi PREFACE. 

which they have not confented. That^ 
when a Prince was laid afide for mal-ad- 
miniftratioii, the Nobles and People^ if they 
thought it neceffary for the public weal, 
did refume the adminiftration of the lu- 
prcme power, and did alter the fucceflion 
and difpofe of the chief magiftracy to 
fuch perfons as they thought fit. Thefe 
principles being of the eflence and the 
foundation of the proceedings of our an- ' 
ccftors at the Revolution, and there being 
a vacancy of the Throne by incapacity at 
this time, it may juftly be afked. What 
heriditary right has the heir apparent of 
George the Third, which the heir appa- 
rent of James the Second had not, upon 
the vacancy occafioned by abdication? If 
-- there be fuch an indefeafible hereditary 
right to the throne (as Mr. Fox contends 
for) in the Prince of Wales, the Lords 
and Commons at the Revolution violated 
the conftitution and robbed the heir ap- 
parent of James the Second of his birth- 
right This is a conclufion naturally de- 

duciblc 
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PREFACE. xvii 

dcducible from the fa^s, if the principle 
be, as Mr. Fox conten,ds j and in fuch a 
cafe the Prince of Wales has a right to af- 
fume the government, as affirmed by Mr* 
Fox^ 

Butiftherevolution principle be right, 
that the tords and Commons might de- 
;£eai any fuch pretended right, and fill up 
the vacancy as they thought fit, and ^s 
they did in point pf fa<a, then Mr. Fox's 
pfefent principle is deftru£tive of the Re- 
volution, and ftabs the moft vital princi- 
ple of that eftablifliment. For this con- 
fequence follows, that King William was 
not legally jplaced on the Throve, and had 
no right wtatfoever. 

An attempt has fince been made to 

fbften down this aflertipn of the heredi- 

.t?uy right of the Prince of Wales to take 

the reigns of government, and to modify 

: it, by faying, it was meant only in cafe 

the Lords and Commons had not been 

w fitting, as they, are by the King's writ | 

and th^^the Lords and Commons are to 

- C • give 
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give the poffeffion to the Prince by a ten- 
tence or judgment, but have no controul 
over the right, naw whether it be a here- 
ditary claim which attaches on the Prince 
a8 heir apparent without the confent of 
the Lords and Commons, or in the modi- 

. fied way, that the Lords and Commons 
muft inveft him with the poflefEon with- 
out controul, it comes to the fame princi- 
ple : becaufe in either cafe, the right is 
infifted upon as not defeafible by the 
Lords and Commons; who are, as the 
lawyers exprefs it, in the latter cafe, only 
made the mere conduit pipe, as a lord of 
the manor gives admiffion to an heir at 
la^ who has a legal title to that which 
the lord cannot deprive him of. This 
dodlrine then is diredlly in the teeth of 
the Revolution, which repofes a difcreti- 
onary power in the Lords and Commons 
to fill up the vacancy infucb a manner as 
they think fit. 

This right or claim of the ^Prince is, 

^ likened to the cafe of a fubjed, where 

the 
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PR E F AC E. XIX 

the father becomes incapable to manage 
his affairs ; and it is boldly aflumed, that 
in fuch a cafe the Lord Chancellor is 
bound to give the next heir the manage- 
ment of the eftate. Now I take the law 
to be clearly otherwife, that it is difcre" 
tionary. It is a trt^ which is generally com- 
mitted to the next heir, on a prefump- 
tion that being moft materially interefted 
in the eftate, he is moft likely to take care 
of it, and preferve the inheritance from 
injury. But if the next heir was a pro- 
^fligate fpendthrift, a drunken, mifchie- 
vous, and indifcreet perfon, the Chan- 
cellor would put the care of the eftate 
into other hands. What would be the 
confequence of a different principle and 
rule ? If the Chancellor were bound in 
all events to give fuch an heir the Com- 
mitteelhip of the eftate, and it fhould be 
wafted, what would bfe the fituation of 
the father when he recovered from his 
incapacity ? plundered and left to begga- 
xy. What equity, what juftice, what re* 
C 2 , drefs^ 
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drefs, againft his heir ? None ; for it is.in* • 
lifted on to be his right, and who ia to . 
call him to account? By confidering^ it 
as a truft which is committed to the next 
heir by the Chancellor upon difcretton^ 
when it appears, that it clnnot fafely be 
entrufted to fuch haflds, the Qiancellor 
can then refume it, and place it in iiich 
hands as will preferve it for the trUQ 
owner, when he fhall be reftored. Thi* 
I contend is the law in the^cafe of a fub- . 
jeft ; and the Revolution having cfta- 
blifhed a difcretionary power in the Lords 
and Commons, it is matter of afton'rfh- 
ment how the contrary doctrine comes t<J 
be infifted on from the quarter it does. 

It is not lefs fmgular than remarkable^ 
that in the year 1788, a century after the 
Revolution, when the Whigs have fd 
lately been celebrating that glorious event, 
and have voted a Pillar to be eredled in 
comnvemoration of that event, that they 
with their grfeat Leader (called the Man' 
of the People) at their head, (hould, on a 

fuddeli, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



r. R E F A C E. ±xi 

fudden, turn fhort in their politics, make 
•a facrifice of their charafter,, and over* 
turn every principle of the Revolution^ 
They xkiuft furely be fhallow politicians^ 
when the game was in their hands, to* 
work, the ruin of their own/ame, and 
give Mr. Pitt the glorious opportunity of 
fixing his own ; who may now, when 
it happens that the Regent fliall think fit 
to change hands, retire and fay, with Ho- 
race, 

Exegi monumentum tere perennitis. 

There is yet one thing rfemaining, 
which muft be referred to Cafuifts ac- 
quainted with matters of confcience ; for 
it appears to be a point of which Mn 
I^itt feems to have too great delicacy^ 
according to the opinion^ of fome po- 
litical Doctors,- and that is, how a mah 
may, with a fafe and good confcience, 
keep thfe oath of abjuration^ and yet b&-, 
lieve in Mr. Fox's doftrine of hereditary 
right in the Prinze of Wales to aflume 

the 
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' the government. . It has be^n already ob- 
fcrved, that if, by the Conftitution of 
England, there exifts any fuch right a$ 
that contended for in the prefejit Prince 
of Wales, the fame muft have exiftcd in 
the heir apparent of King James II. But 
by the oath of abjuration (which, it is 
prefumed, Mr. Fox has taken), that right 

^ , feems to be completely denied, 

^■^ The words are as follow: 

y. A. B. Do truely and lincerely ac* 
knowledge,, profefs, teftify and declare, 
in my confcience, that our Sovereign toird 
King George is lawful and rightful King 
of this realm, &c. 'And I do foleninly 
and fmcerely declare, that / do believe in 
my confcience^ that not any of the defcendants 
of the perfon who pretended to be Prince of 
Wales during' the life of the late King 
James the Second^ and fince his deceafc 
pretended to be, and took upon himfelf 
the ftile and title of King of England, b^ 
the name of James the Third, &c. batl> 

qvy 
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any right or title whatfoever to the 
Crown of this realm^ &ci &c. &c. 

This oath appears to be the creed of all 
Whigs and Revolutionifts, and the teft 
by which Govemirient meant to try thp 
faith of all thofe pcrfons in whom the 
public truft was repofed. It is the cri- 
terion by which the public may alfo t?^ 
and determine the Jacobite and the 
Whig— Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. 

This point of ^onfcience i? referred 
.to the honeft breaft of every loyal 
fubjedi by their 

very humble fervant, 
JHR FDITOR, 
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POLITICAL BLOSSOMS 



OP THE 



RIGHT HONOURABLE 

CHARLES JAMES FOX, 



April 24, 1780. 

THE encreafed influence of the Crown 
calls for new and unprecedented 
meana of redrefs. 

Same Day. 

He trufted there was yet enough of 
weight, and power, in the Houfe of 
Commons, to make good its own refo^ 
lutionsy and to carry them into effect \ 
that the refpeft in which the EXE- 
CUTIVE POWER held its advice 
was too great to admit of a condu(9: 
contrary to its wifl)es. 

D Same 
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Same Day. 
When lie came into that Houie, he 
had been taught to confider the privi- 
leges of it as the Jirjl and moji necejfary 
part of the confiitution ; that Honfe was 
. the PALLADIUM of jBr//^//3i?r/y; there 
it was that the rights of the people were 
to be fupported, and the liberties of the 
people (f England were to be preferved. 

Same Day. 

He faid the vote of the 6th of April^- 
tbat glorious vote^ which eftablifhed a 
foundation for the liberty of this coun- 
try, could not be carried into execution 
without agreeing to the prefent motion * 
not to diffolve Parliament until the 
, grievances of the people fl>ouId be re- 
drefled. • Thofe who had voted for It 
had entered into a bond with the peo- 
ple of England to reduce the influence of 
the^ Crown ; and the penalty, in cafe of 
non-performance, was a forfeiture of 
the affeaions of the people of England. 

^ May 
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May 8. 

The people of England, in whom the 
fol6 right of the duration of Parliament 
lay, called upon that Houfe to fliorten 
it. The people jnade this recjuifitioji, a 
requifirion tbey aloi^ could make, and 
which,^like everjr other requifition that 
came from the fame quarter, he fhould 
ever hold himfelf bound to comply with 
znd to obey. 

Same Day. 
If any of his conftltuents fhould afk 
him, what our prefent misfortunes were 
owing to,, he iftiould fay the firft caufe 
^»as the rnflumce of the Crown y the 
fecond, the injliunce of the Crown^ and the 
third, the influence of the Crown ; to 
that, ^nd that pnly, iti his miiwi, were 
/pur grievances to be afgribed. 

November 20. 
Mr. iFooc replied to Mr. Rigby and 
Mr. Courtney, and ridiculed in poignant 
, D % terms 



Digitized by 



Google 



s8 POLITICAL BLOSSOMS.. 

terms Mr, Rigby's expreffion of a doubt 
whiftber a day might not arrive, when 
Sir Fletcher Norton would repent of ha- 
ving changed his conduft, and taken a 
decifive part in fupport of the people, 
againjl the influence of^ the CrovDn. Mr. 
Fo^ alfo feconded Lord Mahon's idea of 
the Civil Lift of the King being as much 
JuhjtEt to the controul of Parliament a$ 
any other part of the Public K^venvie, 

May 8, 1781. 

An Hon. Gentleman who fpoke lately 
under the gallery (Mr. Courteney) faid, 
that in every government of a mixed or 
populer form, the middle rank of people « 
were thofe whofe voice ought to be more 
efpecially attended to. They were the 
true echo of the nation; This was an 
obfervation that indeed carried an ap- 
pearance of truth and plaufibility, but 
experience proved it to be totally falla- 
cious* The fenfe df th€ people^ or great 

body 
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body of the nation, was, in his opinion, 
the true criterion by which Public OVW 
N ION could 6e T AIRLY determined. 

May 30. • 

It furely was not competent (faid Mn 
Fox) in the Crown y to DECIDE on the 
privileges of Parliament. 

Same Day, * 

There were men who taught veryper^ 
nicious doStrines ; men furrounding the 
Throne were anxious to infmuate, that 
the power and profperity of the Crown 
were diftind and oppofite to thofe of 
the fubjeft. Such men alleged, and it 
was indeed a truth, that in war the 
power of the Crown is greater than it 
is in times of peace. But the power of 
the Crown, if not fo great, was more 
0LORIOUS when it refted, in times of 
peace and pjrofperity, in the consti- 
TUTiQN, and on the affections pp 

THE PEOPLB. 

J^ovembct 
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30 POLITICAL BLOSSOMS^ 

November 27. 

There was one grand dx^mejlic evit^ 
from which all our other evils, foreign 
iuid domeftic, had fprung — THE influ- 
ence OF THE Crown. 

November 30. 

Minifters had bafeiy advifed thdr 
Mailer to rule by the filent means of in-^ 
trigucy indeed of reigning in the hearts 
of the people: they had deftroyed the 

DEMOCRACY of the CONSTITUTION, 

and all was now fwallowed up m the 

MONARCHY I 

January 23, 1782. . * 
In every Government there muft ^e a 
tonfidence in the Servants of the Crown 
by the people^ or elfe the biifinefs of the 
State can never be carried on with any de^ 
greeofjuccefs. 

February 20, 1782. 
The majority of the Houfe of Com- 
inons ought (in his opimon) to be con- 

fidercd 
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(idered as containing tb^ voioe of the 
pcopltl . . 

February ^^. 

Thofe Minifters who wiflied toxnake 
the Crown follow a plan of cotiduft dff- 
reBly oppqfite to the advice of bis faitlful 
Commons y were Xiot friends to their coun-^ 
try^ and fhould he deemed criminal. 

March 8- 
He had declared, and he repeated the 
aflertion, that, he would be an infamous 
mail who fhouldi on coming into place^ 
abandon the principles and profcjjions that 
be bad made nvben out of place. 

Same Day. 
In tbis^ he was clear and decided—- 
that the Houfe of Commons ought to be, 
was originally intended to be — the re- 

PRESENTATf^'ES OF THE NATION. 

Same Day. 
The country were entitled to an Ad- 
miniftration iU which they could place 
Confidence. 

Same 
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Same Day. 
He fpoke of his idea of confuldng the 
voice of the people without doors. It 
was clearly bis opinion, that they bad a 
rigbty and that they ought to declare tbeir 
opinion of MEN and THINGS. 

' ' ' ^ Same Day. 

He would add, that when that Houfe 
fhould become loft to its fenfe of duty, 
and abandon the rights of the people, fa, 
as to become tbe paffive injlruments oftbc 
Crowny then it might be juftifiable for the 
people to revert /<? tbe original principles 
of tbe Conjiitutiony and to refurife tbe di-- 
reSlion of tbeir own affairs ^ So as to pre-- 
vent tbe popular weigbt in tbe fcale of 
Covernmentp 

Ny 9- 

With refpcS to any fear of letting in 
the OLD Adminiftration, there was none^ 
he faid, for that Hou^e would not 
foferit. 

December 
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December $^ 1782* 
Me hid, in general, toa greatrisi tefpe^ 
iorPriffds^ to Ipeak- lightly of them ; bilt 
there mi|;ht be hear the heart of etery* 
tritice 4 hngiHg after fomtbing^ Which 
could not be removed^ tut by the attain-^ 
tiient if that fimething ; and a thbufand 
difappointments might hot be able to 
Convince \ivai^4bat bis longing could neve f 
be gratified. 

Same Day. 
Me law the Minifter's intention ; he 
toeant to woiind the liberties of th^ 
|>eopl€j by rendering the Houfe odious, 
thereby to firengtbeii tbe power bf tbi 
Crois>n ; ft deiigQ as alarming as k Was 
infidiousi 

Same Day^ 

The command of diimtereftednefs 

ki the Mimftet, Was a miferable at-^ 

tempt td gain popularity ; and was, of" 

aU other ideas that t<>uld poflibly be 

£ imag^hed^ 
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imagined, the moft prepofierous, and 
thrown out foi* the moft prepofterous 
purpofe--*i?o invite the people to Jly to 
the Trtafury and the Crown; thereb^r 
meaning to infinuate to the peopl?, 
that thqy could and ought to have no 
confidence . in their reprefentatives^ ?Lnd* 
lihat they muft feek proteSlion in the 
Crown ! This was what he termed 
the moft infidious attack that could 
be formed againji the Conjiitution. 

Same Day. 
He had a confidence in the good 
fenfe and energy of the people of 
England, that they would never be. 
brought haftily to entertain fufpicions of 
that Houfe; and when they did^ that 
they would not Jly to the Crown for de-^ 
liverance. 

December i8« 
It was a moft convenient thing in* 
deed, for a man to have a confcience 
behind which ' he could .flxelter him-. 

felf 
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felf from whatever he did not like to 
face ; and would permit him to a<3; 
as it would beft ferve his purpofe. 

Same Day. 

There always was a wiUingnefs or 

bias in the Houfe of Commons to 

fupport the people; and he would ever 

call this bias truly laudable, and ftieWj^ 

that no on^felt it more than he did. 

February 19, 1783. 
It is evident and clear, at leaft to 
me, that when a man has been ba& 
fled on one great political point, he 
will have recourfe to any pretext to 
comfort and fave himfelf from fhame^ . 

Same Day, 
The Houfe had a right to exercife 
their minds freely, and, to determine 
for themfelve? on any point whatever^ 

February 2i% 
I have always been anfwerable to 
xny country for my conduct j and I 
£ 2 think 
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think it mpft fafe, in every pubUi) 
tranfa£tioii, to refign my private opi^ 
'pion when I found it imparting frofH 
(be general opinion. 

Same pay^ 
As I ana convinced that no fyfttti^ 
can exiil that is not fupporte4 by 9k 
fair^ conjtfient^ and efiablijhed yNANi* 
JWftpY, I ihall always be happy to jtalk , 
with a party that may have abilities an4 
intentions of prompting the |;eneral wcK 
fare. 

Same Day,, 

* 

The King by his prerogative poffeffe* 
cthe right of minifterial appointment, ye^ 
let it be remembered, that the people 
can by their privilege annul that appointn 
ment. It is only the confidence of . 
the TEOfLE tbat^iv(s t^e^ tt) tbej^ringi 
^Govcrnmnt^ 

Same P^y^ 
No man ought to be tibe MInifter o^ 
tJiis country th^t has peithef ih^JiinSion 
pf the p(ople or Parliament x 
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March 6.,^ i783f 
Wh^t did the pra^ice oif promiiii)g 
penfions to prfons taking upon them 
offices >ipon quitting the fame lead to» 
but a moft dangerous and alarminjg ex** 
f rcife of the influence of the Crown } 
By this means the Crowii could always 
obtain an Adminiftration without the 
Jmalleft regard tQ thef^^fe of]Pf^rli<mer^% or 
(be confidence qfthe peoj^le^ 

Same Day, 
His Hon, Friend (Mn Powys) had 
talked of , thofe who avowed, who 
boafted, and who gloried in. afting 
independent of the public opinion. If hi« 
Hon. Friend meant to allude^ to him, 
he wias entirely miflaken, Hk had 
neither avowed^ boaf^ed of, nor gloriedl 
in any fuch condud ; on the contrary^ 
he maintained the very reverfe idea s 
gnd he was not a little furprifed to hear 
hi? Hon. Friend immediately afterwards 
cx>nfers, that he thought the Govern- 

meat 
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merit ought to go into fuch hands. He 
(Mr* Fox) had contended, and ever 
Mfould contend, that no Minifters "who 
afted independent of the public opinion^ 

OUGHT TO BE EMPLOYED. The publlC 

opinion alone was the basis in his mind 
on which an' Adojiniftration (hould be 
formedt 

Same Da J. 
It had been argued, again and again^ 
that the K^ng had a right to chufe his 
own Minifters, In that particular he 
refted on thtjpirit of the conjlitution^ and 
not on the letter of it, ^nd grounding 
his opinion qn thejpirit of the confiitution^ 
he ever had, and ever would maintain^ 
that bis Majefty, in his choice of Mi- 
nifters, ought not to be influenced by 
his perfonal favor alone, but by the 

PUBLIC VOICE, by THE SENSE OF HIS 

Parliament, and the sense of Hia 

PEOPLE* 

March ?4« 
He declared he could never (it ft ill and 
Jiear the n^oie of Majefty brought for-t 

ward 
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Ward in debate. That Houfe knew no- 
thing of his Majefly's private feelings,, 
Or his Majefty's private opinions ; they. 
Could fuppofe nothing about them. What^ 
ever were his Majefly's private feelings 
or opinions, they were only known to 
his own royal breaft* 

March 28. 
Me did not think that any new poWef 
fliould be given to the Crown. 

Same Day. 
lii fpeaking of the Conftittidon, he 
regarded it as Che of its cliief excellen- 
oie^, that it involved a renovating prin- 
ciple in itfelf J and by being capable of 
repeated improvement, admittedthe pof- 
fibility of its being from time to time 
carried to a degree of petfedtion, beyond 
which no human idea could go. 

Same Day. 
It was the beft GovciUment, Mr. Fox 
f^d, where the people had .the greateft 
ihare in it. 

Of 
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' July 27* 
0( all tlitf influence of the Ci-owili 
he knew of nd influence fo tijiuch to be 
dreaded ^ the Influence of terror, Thofe 
Who profeflied themfelves the warmeft 
And moft Ibrenuous advocates foi' ex- 
tending the influence of the Grown of 
taothet kind, wef e, he bcHeved, as averfe 
as he was to the inflpence of terror ; be-» 
caufe they knew, that if it were fuflfered 
to be cxercifed iii one infliincej it would 
be exertifed iQ qaany others; arid, iii 
ihort^ it would Aiake the whole kiiig-^ 
dom* HE therefore waji det(^rmioe4 
to refill it, whericvct the Attegipt WjW 
made to exert it* 

December 19* 
He thought that the learned G«ri-* 
tleraan (Sir William Dolben) who^ hai 
ftudicd the Conftitution, ought to have 
known t&at the votes of the Houfe of 
CkmwuiHS- was the voice . of the people 

January 



/ 
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January I2, 1784. 
But the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Powys^ 
ftill wlflies for more coalitions. It had 
always been his idea that there were, in 
cafes of political variance and objection, 
but two means to be ufed. The one 
was, in cafe of delinquency, to inflidt 
public cenfure, and, where that was not 
purfued, public oblivion. This had been 
his motive in coalefcing with the noble 
Lord (North), but in fo doing, he had 
loft the good opinion of the Hon. Gentle- 
man, a matter very dear to him. He 
had many great friends, however, who, 
agreeing with him in his idea, had their 
fentiments on other topics, and who 
might fay to him, " What, would you 
^' liften to the invitation of this Hon. 
** Gentleman, and coalefce with men 
*^ who fupport fecret influence f Woul^ 
" YOU coalefce with men who difdain to 
*' ftand on the iNFLUENCE,of good opi- 
** NioN, on the sentiments of the 
" PEOPLE, on the confidence of par- 
F ** liament* 
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" HAMENT? Would YOU forget all the 
*' doftrines in which you have been 
^' bred ? Will you creep, into office by 
*' tlie back ftairs, which you fo loudly,/ 
" and, as we thini;, fq juftly reprobate ? 
*' or to take thefe men with whom you 
"are invited to join, even on their beft 
" plea ? Would you make part of an 
*' Adminiftration which ftands on ^ the 
** Houfe of Lords, in preference to the 
" House of Commons? You, who have 
*' conftantly reprobated the principle of 
^^ fecret influence ; you, who have always 
*^ declared that you could only pay re- 
*' fpe£t or take a fhare in that Govern- 
** ment which flowed from the opinion of 
" the many, and not from the perfonaj 
" favour of the advifing few ; would 
" YOU fo far forget the habits in which 
" you have been bred, as, at laft, to coa-r 
*' lefce with thofe who^ have become tht 
" inflruments of this accursed, ABboR- 
" RED SECRET INFLVENCE ? We Cannot 
*^ believe you to be capabl? g/iA^^^ ^^^^^ 



** cious 
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^' clous apojlacy from all principle^'' This, 
he imagined, would be their language ; 
and he thought, though he might not go 
fo far himfelf, they would ht perfeStly juf* 
tified in this addf efs to him. 

January \^ 

Mr. Bo5t faid, he would take notice 
of a fubjedt that had been ftrangely in- 
troduced into the debate: that of the 
Heir-Appareiit's coming to that Houfe 
to hear the debates, and make himfelf 
itiafter of public bufinefs; a paffion that 
was moft laudable and virtuous ! The 
Hon. Baronet who firft mentioned this, 
talked of influence : He forgot^ the Prince 
of Wales ^ though the firji fubjeSi in the 
kingdom^ was but afubje£t. He was the 
highefl; in the ladder of the peerage ; as 
a vifcount was higher than a baron, an 
carl than a vifcount, a marquis than an 
earl, and a prince than a duke. He had 
no prerogatives. He could have no in- 
fluence. 

F 2 Same 
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Same Day. 
. The laft Parliament, to their immortal 
honour y voted the influence of the Crown 
to be tnconjtjlent with public liberty. 

January 16* 
When the Noble Lord (North) who fits 
ftcar me, and who had governed the coim- 
fry for fo long a period, at laft found 
himfelf deferted by the Houfe, and a ma- 
jority of nine only in his favour, even 
in this fituation he retired with becoming 
propriety and decency, 

January 2 Or 

The nation had now to fee what had 
not been feen fince the Revolution, an 
Aminiftration in defiance of the Houfe of 
/ Commons, and renewing as much as in 
them lay thofe diftradted times before the 
Revolution, when to the misfortune of the 
nation the Houfe of Commons were al- 
mbft at variance with the executive power, 
obliged to maintain their rights [againft 

the 
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the" prerogative of the Crown, which 
aimed at an alienation. He wiihed the 
fea which fuitoiinded the ifland could 
prevent the fhame of this country from 
reaching the nations on the Continent. 
He wifhed that the deftrudion of the go- 
vernment of this country could be kept 
from »the knowledge of the dependencies 
of theBritifh empire; or rather he wifhed 
that thc'conftitution were fecure, and that 
every thing were reftored to peace and 
quiet at home,*' and refcued from the 
efFeds of private influence. 

Same Day. 
They fliould ferioufly Tefled on this, 
and' confider how like lovers of their 
country they mufl: be, to render them- 
felves inftrumental in bringing on a 
conteft, from which the moji melancholy 
confeqtiences might be naturally expected. 

Same Day. 
He was fure that there was not a 
man in that Houfe who would lay \m 

hand 
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hand upon his heart and fay, and mucH 
lefs believe, that but for the ftruggle 
the Houfe had lately made, any thing 
more than the fhadow of liberty would 
have remained, or that the fubftance of 
it would not have been borne dowii 
hy the influence of the Crown. 

January 29^ 

He always expedted to be told, that 
the prerogatives of the Crown were not 
to be'ffeflrained. He was the laft maif 
who would ever wifh to fee one of th^ 
three eftates ftript of any of thofe powers 
with which it w^ legally invefted. But 
were not all thofe powers originally given 
with a view to the public fervice ? 

Same Day. 
H^ would infift on it, that Minijfters 
were refponfible to the Houfe of Com- 
mons for the exercife of evtiy prero- 
gative belonging to the Crown# It was 
in the Houfe of Commons, or by the 
1 People 
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People in their original capacity, that 
§very exertion .of thofe powers which 
diftinguilhed the Sovereign of the em-i 
pire were ultimately to be tried, and, 
in proportion as they anfwered the prii 
rnary intention of their inftitution, be 
acquitted or condemned. 

Same Day. 
He had never renounced his allegi-* 
ance to that Houfe ; he had never ftoQ4 
forth in oppofition to its decifions thq 
avo^wed and unconjlituttonal advocate of 
Jloyal prerogative. 

Same Day. 

He had nevej: flood forth the avowied 
unconftitutional Cl^ampion of preroga- 
tive ; he had neVer attempted to deftroy 
the equality and importance of indivi- 
duals, by trying them by their property, 
or had he ever dared to oppose the fenfe 
qf the people by their reprefentatives in 
Parlit^nent. 

Same 
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Same Day. 
The Crown was endowed with no 
faculty whatever of a private nature \ 
all its functions were inftituted for pub- 
lic benefit* 

Same Day, 
He would not ufe the indecent Ian* 
^ guage of calling any individual in that 
Houfe a didator. He trufted Parliament 
would ever prove equal to its own pro- 
tedion, efpecially againft the ambition of 
its own Members, But he was not a little 
apprehenfive that this enormous power 
tnigbt one day be ajfumed by the Crown. 
In the conduct of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), was immediately 
to put the Crown in tbefituation of diSla^^ 
tor to that Houfe • 

February 5. 
There was a fettled defign fomewherc 
to render the Commons fuhfervient t9 
the will of the Crowh^ and confequently 
ufelefs to the conjlitution. 

Same 
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Same Day,,, 

The difference between the Noble 
Lord (Mahon) and him was, th^t he 
contendedy&r the people^ s influence^ apd h}s 
Iiordlhip for that of the Crown. 

Same Day. 

" Hie Mlnifter's influence in that Houfe 
depended on what confidence they had in 
hhn; he w^ their truftee; to them he 
was refponfible for every thing. 

February 18. 

Had not a majority bf the Houfe of 
Commons, almoft from time immemor 
rial^ governed this country ? Was it nqt 
a confidence in the Houfe of Commons 
that gave energy and effedt to every Ad- 
miniftratidn ? Was it hot the countenance 
and concurrence of the Houfe of Commons 
which gave popularity and .liability, tq 
the thit)ne? 



\ 



Same 
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Same Dayl 

He trufted they woulii face the diffi- 
culties they liad to fiirmoutit with rcfolu- 
tion and dignity. They ^cre in circttiu^ 
ftances in which' no HoulS bf Coninrotts 
had been* for many years j and' as every 
thing about them muft confequently bear 
a new afped, theb duty i^as deliberation, 
and attention. The fiihjjeft which de- 
msmded tjieir eonfideration, was uitr 
queftionably one of the muft ferious aad 
important that ♦ever did, or ever cQuld> 
demand their deliberation. It was neither 
lefs nor more^thaa what it became them . 
to do, u^der a. circumftance fo novel and 
vmpreced^niied in the hiftbry of a free 
Parliament> as to deftroy their confe- 
quence for ever, unlefs fome metjiod/ waS 
devifed by which their honour and in^ef 
pendcnce could be faved. 

Same Day. . ^ 

We heheld a Mihiftry without tJie conr 

fidence of the Houfe of Commons. An 

execu^rve - 

Y 
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executive government inwhich the Houfe 
placed noiiegree of truft whatever. Thefe 
perfons ipdio had adyifed it, had adopdte 
a[ fyaem of politics wholly inconfiftent 
with the funaions of this'Hotife, h'oftile 
indeed to the fpirltand diara<aer of a free 
gOTemment. It' was their evident inten- 
tion to render the Houfe of Commons , 
t!he mere tool and organ of defpotifm, 
and he hoped the^/W/ of a brave and free 
^people would defeat the bafe defgn ! ■ ' 
■*• . ' 

Same Day. 

..TTiey (the Miniftfy) malfe you exert 
your utmoft endeavours to pull down 
this Afylum of Liberty^ but you un- 
avoidably involve ypurfelves in its ruin. 
If Minifters, therefore, are determined to 
trace the power of Parliament, and pp- 
j^fe their own perfoaal feelings to the 
bouor of the Houfe, and the welfare of 
the people, they muft abide by the coq- 
fequences. The principles on which 
t^iey aft is an everlafting bar to any 
G 2 , profpeft 
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profpedt of unanimity in this Houfc. It, 
'had bore to his mind a menacing afpe& 
to the liberties^ not of the Houfe only^ 
but of the country. It affefted that great 
vital of a£tive principle in . the Con- 
ftitution on which all the privileges of 
Englilhmen hung: and whUe that impe-. 
dinient remained, no fafety could be ex*- 
peded. It placed an? ocean between 
them which it was impoffible to pafs,^ 
and put every wifh of fupremacy or con- 
nexion altogether out of the queftion* 

Same Day* 
The Princes on the Throng had ref- 
pefted that Hoiife, and their firft and 
great'ell glory had been to attend to its 
Avifhes, and liften to its advice. Gpd 
fordid, he faid, that thofe fecret advifers 
to his Majefty fhould induce Our prefent 
gracious Sovereign to be the fiirft of hisf 
name and of his race to negled the 
councils, and turn ajtde from the advice 
9/ his faithful Commons. 

Same 
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March i. 

The people were the great fburcc 
of all power-~and their well-fare the 
fole objefl: for which it was to be ex- 
erted : But who in this cafe* were to be 
the judges ? The Houfe of Com- 
mons undoubtedly were competent to 
proted the rights of the people — 
to pronounce on whatever they deemed 
an encroachment on their privileges — ^ 
and the moment they could not prevent 
every thing which ftruck them as fuch, 
they were not equal to the defign of 
luch an inftitution. 

Same Day. 
Their (the Minifter's) obje£t was 
to render the Houfe a mete appendage 
of tbeXlrowfi. 

Sarflie Day. 
On what was the exiftehce of the 
Minifters founded? Was it poffible t© 
mtftaie their intentip.ns? Were they not 

meant 



Digitized by 



Google 



54 ^EOLrnCAi.BUSffiSOMS*; 

meant to annibilate the Houfc of Conw 
mens, in complatfance to the Crown and' 
the Houfe of Lords ? . - 

■ , . ' • -J 

Mai^ch 8. 

It was not, be faid, \ ri^ht that tbd 
Minifters of the country fhbujd be im- 
mediately depeadent oa the^ Qrown, 
as it feemed now Jthe fafhion td'af- 
fert they ought to be: If their ftudy 
was to pleafe the Crown, then Mini- 
fters it feemed wer? fafe; but. if they 
dared to do their dutj, their own xuia 
^as the certain ' confequence. It well 
became the Houfe of Commons there- 
fore not to fuffer men tp be difgraced 
and forfaken who had been , thus fire- 
nuous in their duty. It was better, he 
faid, to be a Courtiier in France tjxaa 
in England ; — ^for there the King's fa- 
vour was the folc objeft ; but here 
the Courtier Ji:nuft play a^ double pajt ; 
for he mu'ft .alfo ^i?///^<? or -enjlavc tb$ 
lioufe of Commons into ohsdience to the 
Ctown and itsfecret advtfers. 

Same 
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- ' . Same Day; 

Ms^ JW!a(jefty and lii& JtopF proge- 
nitart teve beeii fixcdf in thr hearts 
of their peopk, and have commanded 
the refpedl and admiration of all 
tlfe aifeioas^.of .the earth by a mnfiant, 
4md uniform attentHfn to the adiiiCG . 6f 

November 27, 1783. 

Mr, Fox obfervefl, that neceffity had 
baead^emed the tyrant's plea. He beg- 
ged it to be remembered, that it was alfo 
the firceman's. To what did we owe the 
Revolution .buu to neceffity? A neceffity 
4hat fi^rfeded all law, and was the glo^- 
rious means of ^vmg lib^y to England. 

. December i. 

Freedom, according to my concep- 
tion of it; coniifts in the Jafe mtdfacrcd 
pojfeffion of a man's property, governed 
by laws defined and certain ; with many 
yerfohal priviledges, natural, civil and 

religious, 
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religious J wbicb he coMHot/urrender vnihr' 
out ruitt to himfelf, and of which to be 
deprived of by any other power is //^o^ 
tj/m. ... . 

Sa&e Day. 'r 

• Much of my life has been employed to 
diminifh the inordinate influence of the 
Crown in common with pthers; I fuc^ 
cteded^ and I glory in it I 

Same Day. 
He tells me I out- fferod Htrodl-^^zX, 
I am out-doing all my former out-do^ 
ings J and proclaims me as the merci-* 
lefs and iiifatiate enemy of the influence 
of the Crown. Up ftarts another Ho-' 
nourable Gentleman with a charge the 
dired reverfe! I have fought under 
your banner, cries the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, againft that fell giant — ^the influ- 
ence of the Crown. You have cour 
quered through us; and now that yipr 
tory is in your arms you turn traitor to 
our caufe ! and carry over your powers 

to 
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to the Enemy. Your attempts in re- 
eredting this monfter exceed all the ex- 
ertions of your former foes. Thus might 
you make the influence of the Crown 
a Colloflfus that fliall beftride the land. 
I. impeach you for treachery to your 
antient principles. 

Same Day. 
And as to party-fpirit, — ^that I feel it, 
that I have been^rer under its impulfe, 
and that I ever (hall, is w^hat I procljum 
to the world. That I am one of a party— 
a party never known to facrifice the in- 
terefts, or barter the liberties of the na- 
tion, for perfonal emolument or honours ; 
p, party linked together upon principles 
which comprehend whatever is moft dear 
and precious to freemen, and eflfential to 
a free conftitution. 

I^. B. This fpeecb was made while he 
was at the head of the Coalition^ and in a 
few weeks afier the party had been turned 
out 

• - H January 
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January 12, 1784. 

Let us preferve the beauty of our cor^U 
ttUion^ of that happy pradticabjie eqiiili- 
brium of tepublicanlfih, moderating , the 
defpotifm of the one ^tnd the JicentiouC- 
nefs of the other : that; yrhjch was 4n 
theory proved to be fallacious, but wbicb 
has been ejiablijbed fince tkie revolution^ fo 
pure Qs ijt^ell asfo effectual. • , . 

Every fyllable viitually impeaches the 
cftablifhment by "which we fit in this 
Houfe, in the enjoyingnt of this free- 
dom, and of every other bleffing of our 
Government. Thefe kind of arguments 
are batteries againft the main pillar of 
the firitifli Conftitutipn. Some men are 
conjifient with their 'own private opi-- 
nionsy and difcover the inbefitance of fa-- 
mily maximsj when they queftioh the 
pfincipjf^ iff the ^e^lfjtion,^ But / have 
/;o fcruple in fff^c^i^if^ tp th^ ^t'^kkf 
of that creed ^whicb prpdjiced it^ Sove- 
reigns are facred, and reverence b due to 

every 
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every King! — Yet with air my attach-, 
ments to the perfon of a firft magiftrate^ 
had" / lived' in the reign of yames the 
Second] /fhotifd mbft certainty have c<?«- 
ttibated my ifelfe aids, ^ltL^^ borne fart 
ih • thofe UluJlrmVs Jiruj^gles which vin- 
dicated an eniptfe ffom HEtiEDiTARY 
fcrvkude, and recorded this valuably 
ddetriHr-^lSA^ TKUffT AKUSED' 
WA!5- KEVOCABirE; 



> , 

<3r The people at large ifliall now fee with 

what dexterity Mr. Fox can convert A 

TRUST REVOCABLE by the Lords 

and Commons at the Revolution in i689, 

into Hereditary Prerogative 

Right in the Prince, and IR-REVO- 

CABLE and UNCONTROULABLEby 

tlie Lords and Commons in 1788. 

H 2 They 
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They will in fome of thefoUoWingpages; 
behold the late boaJiedUAJ^ OF THE 
PEOPLE— /i^^ pretended CHAMPION. 
of the Commons^^tbe ATLAS of the 
jr%/,— blinded by the rifmg SUN of ' 
Power, and intoxicated with Kereditary 
Prerogative, exerting, like sAmPSON, 
all his force, to tear up the pillars of 
the State, and pull down that heauj^ul 
and celebrated ftru<5lure of oUr aQc^ors 
— THE REVOLtrriON! 

From hence the people (hall know &e 
tree by its fruit— the juggler by his a^ $ 
and view in full bloom the Blossoms 
OF Jacobitism on the Frpit CtF 

TH? R^VOLUTIOK* 



Speeches 
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Speeches of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, on the 
SuBje8 of a Regency, taken from the 
Morning Herald of the nth of December y. 
. . 1788 i a Paper Avowedly in the Service :of: 
Oppofition. 

COMMITTEE OF ENC^UIRY. • 
Mr. Pitt obfervcd, that as the paper which Bad juft 
been read had fully informed the ttoufe' of the- melan-^ 
choly fituation of His Majcfty,-fo it aHb hcld^orth ttc 
bcft hopes to a loyal and anxious people; but howeter' 
{anguine thofe hopes may be,- it was the duty of Wiat* 
Houfe, proceeding in fucH cafe with the moft refpedtful 
regret, to take fuch intermediate ftcps as were neceflarjT 
for the public faftty. They would aft, he trufled, ia 
fiidi a manner ^ would convince the Sovereign on his 
recovery, whenever that p(eriod ihould juiive, that the. 
j>eople whom he had fo long loved and ruled, were not 
neglefted at the time when he laboured under the fevereft^ 
vifitation Qf Providence. For this purppfe it was hecef- 
fary to recur to' the wifdom of paft ages, and' to examine' 
1)0W it was determined by the Conftitution, in any inter-- 
ruption of thepcrfonal'exercifc of the fovereignty, that 
the deficiency (hould be fuppfied. The expediency of' 
this meafure was, he trufted, fa obvious, that hefliould. 
not ufe any arguments in itb fupport, unlefs (what he 
eould|fcarcely apprehend) it fiiould meet with an oj^io* 
fition. • He then moved, << That a Comtiiittee ffaould h^ 
^^ appointed ito enquire into the proceedings in o&s of 
^ the pei&nal exercife of Royal Authority being inter*' 

, «<rupte4 
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•* rupted by abfence, incapacity^ or infirmity; with the 
** remedies prorided for the fame." ^ - 

.When this Refoliition was read from the Chair^ 
^ Mr. Fox" immediately arofe : He had not, he faid, the 
good fortune to concur in .the propriety of the ' prcfent 
^otioii^. yei he did ncit 0ie»i t<^ gire it any oppofition. 
After the weighty information which they had juft 
received, there was certainly no time for delay; and^after 
the time' ^lAMi had hpfedT thoi^h pierhap^ it' was not 
kkfty tha Houle was undoubtedly prefled to come ta a 
deciiion. He could therefore di^enfe with the pre&nt / 

ita^juiry:,' which could. tend only to Io6 of time. The^ 
Kefearches to be made w;ere not confined to the Journals ^ 
of the Houfe ;. they were to be e;itended to-thc hiftory of 
thefe realms. Of that hiftory ^ery perfon in that Houfir 
muft be fuppofed to pofldis a competent luumledge, and. 
t^^r mmft therefore know, that there was. m /rscAdW^ 
tffie Jbund' which was applicable to the prefeat ojqcafi^a.'. 
There, was now a^perfoa in this veahxi fUiiding^ in ar- 
fituation whcdty differing fit>m any inftance; that, could b« 
adduced-T-an ieir 4|^^<ff^ of fuQ'ag^'of full capoctty^. 
and in every: refpeA fti% qpslifiM bt th« fit^ioatioa iH./ 
which he was deitmed 1^ a^, Ttds'was^ Incitement u>'] 
all becoming: fpeed,; and this was 'the moment in.which^ 
thej^weve called for the fiift' time to decide. The report. 
dF the Pkivy jCotmtil.Jie' did" q/qSl confider as'coil^ingt 
ppt>peily. before that Hou&»,'aiid therefore uiilil'thep]e« . 
feat r^fQTt wa6 re^d^ tb^ |tfu{b be confidered as beiagrr 
without. anyauthenticunformation onr the fub|s&« ^This* 
was the prccif^i pouiT x>f tiiide io -which they beguri to ad |/ 
<bd ftaadiflg in'this fituataonr-theii^ incitem^t^ 'would 
mndoubtcdly'be mOre ilrongt > if the)^'tliofl|^< as he* 

tiuile4 
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trailed a majpritf ot the Honfe muft think, that the 
fubje6^ was not a matter for their deliberation. He fdr 
his part was of ofKnion, that the Prince of 'W^ales, on 
the civil demife of his Royal Father, had a /ully char^ 
and fer/eS KiGHT to exercife every fun£iion of Govern- 
ment in his name, and in the fame manner as if the Sc^ 
▼ereignhad been naturally demifed; that right com- 
mencing from the inftant Aal His Majefty became in- 
capable, and'continuing as long as that incapacity exifted. 
If the Prince did not inftantly afiume thofe powers, to 
irbich, from analogy, arid from hiftory, and from the 
fpirit of our conftitution, he was clearly entided ; if hir 
adled in a manner more fuited to hn charader and educa- 
tion, more fuited to thofe principles which firft placed his 
anceftdrs on the Throne, that moderation (hould be their 
ftrongell incitement. In the deference and forbearance 
of the Prince, they were not to forget his claim of right. 
In all tf.eir obfervations theyfhould remember, that there 
was fuch a claim exifting, and it Ihould ferve to hafteh 
their decifions, as far as was confiftent with the magni- 
tude of the occafion. 

There was an omiflion, Mr. Fox obferved, in the refo- 
lution propofed, which fhould have been — to examine 
into the " Parliamentary" Proceedings ; as it was on 
thefe alone that their decifion could be founded. But as 
this might perhaps be thought to narrow the ground of 
enquiry, and as unanimity was fo very delirable in the 
{)refent inftance, he fhould not interrupt their progrefc 
ty preffing this amendment. 

Of the report on the table, he obferved, that it conr 
tained in fadi no more than that which had been laid 
t)efore the Privy Council. From each there were t£ree 
jirincips^ points deducible j namely. 

That 
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- .That his Majcfty wa« at pjrefent incapSibk of any atteit> 

tion to public bufinei^ ;. 

. That there were happily ftrong hopee of hia recovery ; 

But that no degree of knowledge or experience could 
idfesd them any light as to the time when that recovery 
jtoight naturally be expe£l:ed« 

Thefc fads admitted, were to form the fii$Jtratuni of 
,thcir future proceedings : djlfferent perfons might dwell 
on particular words, but it was on their adnuflions that 
the i^iperftrudure^was to be raifed. On the. completion 
of which, that Houfe and the nation were fo deeply 
intcreftcd. 

Mr. Pkt commenced a very warm reply, by ©bferving, 
that if any perfon had entertained a doubt of the pro* 
pricty of fuch a Commitee as he had propofed, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman oppofite hadfurnifhed in his arguments 
the ftrongeft proof of its neceffity. He was ready to 
acknowledge the fplcndor of his abilities ; he admitted 
his theontical information, even at the tim^ when they 
differed in point of praB'tce 5 but he could not poflibly 
admit of the do6b*ine which had been now laid down. 
He could by no means admit that in a reference to paft , 
times there was no cafe in point with that now before the 
Houfe, In every interruption of the perfonal exercif|. 
of the Royal powers it relied with Parliament to determine 
in whom it fhould be vefted. To maintain the contrary 
opinion, to fay that the pther branches of the Conftitu- 
tion were not to be confulted, but a right of foverelgnty 
inftantly devolved to any perfons was little lefs than 
TREASON I ! ! With reaped to the prefent inftance, 
he fhould be ready on a future occafion to flate his opi- 
umn of the fleps neccfl^ry to be taken. He fhould con- 
tent 
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Wt himfclf tkt pfefent with: faying, tiat etcry ipftaace qf 
j^arliam^tttary int^rferi^tjcc on an-iaUia-uptio]^^ the icxei 
cutivfi gDTeromentj. ^83 to his:mia.4 a, . caili efttifely in 
point ; that i^hateyidr, uOlj be the^ difcrefkin of ^arliamenl 
with refpc^'td the' difpofitiGn of thdfe powers** thfUx right 
tO' difpofe of > them -wiui utidbul^tefd; 'and that unj^il tib<i$ 
fanaion of Eiriiiiinc»|:? wa? ohlainedw'THB PRIJ^JQ© 

OF .ii^AL£8;Hil> NO: MQRE RIOHT TO ^XfiIt«Cl^B Tff^ 
fOM IN THK8B RBAL«|s» . ,: * 

• This pofitioa' Mr. Pitt pat int<v. a yarif ty of lights, hu9^ 
lit each his inference was (till ihe {ame^-^ithat tlie PrincQ 
irf" Waks bai/w-^^ t^ tl|e exjecutive powers witbouli 
^e &i>£lion of Parliaxaenti He theii pcnoceeded to vindj^. 
c*tc himfelf frqtai. the idiputatlofl of delay. - The fiji 
4ommumc^^n> he ; contendedji had been given as, fbon,|^ 
and the ^ounwapnta made as briefly^ as pojHibie. They 
could not belbre rfcertain the flate of his Majefty't 
h^th; and haying done that, their xjext ftep was to aC- 
eertain their owe ^gh^s. The queftioo before the Houfc. 
H^ 6f a nature the^ jnoft momentous, whether they re* 
gadded the honqur of , the Sovereigny or the fafety of Iho 
~i|sOpli^* .They Would therefore,* he tnilled,' coadjU^, 
tkemfclves accprdiag to the ufage and laws of Parlia- 
ment, without attending to dpdrined which militated 
a^inil every prineiple of the conftitution, and againft it» 
fpiidty iince it could be regarded as having taken a ihape 
and name.. 

Mr. Fox replied, that either the Right Hon> Gentle* 
man had mifimderftood him, or thakC.he had refled hiai<r 
ftlf on the ufe of an equivocal word. ' If it was meant" 
that the fovcre%nty fliotdd be fettled in all cafea by Far^ 

* ■ ' 1 Uament 
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iiament^-^t^tkliag thereby the King, Lprds, ini Coif!* 
mons, he flicmld readily agree to the principles which had 
been laid down. But if the fame was aUedged of the 
two Houfcs ading without the kingly fandionl the re-* 
verte of thofe principles was the tnith/ They werd in 
that ftate maiiri^ of their ' powers ;-*^th^ could pafs ho 
Jawi but Wcte to await the operation cither of fome pro-* 
t^fionistl ftatute, oi* of tjhe principles of the Conititution as 
they had been geitersdly laid down. If they proceeded to 
regulate, or to limit the bounds of the executive powers 
they afted contrary to the fpirit and to the letter of the 
Conftitution. This was the law, as hud down liy the fta^ 
tutes of the realm ; and if he maintained the contrary 
^f this doftririe, the Attorney Grtieral fiiodd^ in duty,r' 
prt>fecutc him for treafon, and hd muft incur all the pe-* 
Baltics of a Premumre. If this was the langU^g^ deemed 
treafinabki he fhould repeat*in fo many words-*4hfet the 
Prince of Wal^s, in his opinion, ftbod poflelTed of the= 
fovereign power, by virtue of the cVvil demife, in the 
ihariner as he would have done by the nattii'al demifi^ of 
his father, and as independently of any interfei^nce of 
Pailiament. — But When this laft word 'was fo often re*. 
peated, it (hould be recoHefted, that a question might hi 
put, whether they fat as a Parliament f or merely as zCoft" 
ienthn. If as the latter, they were of courfe no perfe'ft 
Parliament; and former Conventions, whbfe meetings 
we juftified by neceffity and to whom we owe every 
thing we hold dear, were too wife either to .take the 
name of Parliament, or to attempt any meafures until 
rhey had reftored that third branch of the Conftitution 
Jo which it owes its form and energy. He did not ftand 
up to juftify the exploded dodlrirffes of a ** divine srtSid 

indefctfibk 
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indcRafiblc rtghtj" he knew of none fuch cxifting in 
the ConfUtution. The Crown was hereditary, but the ^ 
ekedutive government was not. The former wals here*- 
ditary for the })enefit of the people, and to preclude . 
the evils of an eledive fovereignty ; . the latter was not| 
becaufer it would be incompatible with i the fpirit of 
our Conftitutioni . > 
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-Mr. Pirt fiiuiE; that the iffiie - f^-rf^ aojsr feltteiTr <5» 
wliich this coatfcoYeify may be. debated on a future daLjil 
He. had .<ic»kd .that the Prince of Waibs^ poffeffed-^ 
any right ofbgovenimeiit indepeadentljr of the autho^'. 
rity of 'Parlialaenit, and he' would ftiH dontinue tddes]^ 
tUart: 'aiij' fuHi fight feiiHed. . .Ht.^yovM'^dnat thatTf' 
the King had been naturally demifcd, thfire : could hare* 
been no qiij^ftion as to the right of the Heir Appat 
rent ; but the ' cafes were, In his opinion, to be diftin^ 
guifhed^'as^cj": w, i^h ^ Ti|tei»*nptv'9^,'rf'^ 
power as the prefent^ hq rgh^ could dev9lve, but with 
the autho*ifei}^c|f- ih^*'€«kaimng fejfiwiches-of th^- h^gifi^Li 
ture. - - - ■ • - - . .V 

Mr. PJit fpid, that, whcii. -tlie Hight Hon. Gjenrf^man 
who had laft'fpake*!', ft.ood forwacd ^ the advocate ancl 
■fpecimeii ol^iiode'ration, hq was undoubtedly entidjed to 
ever}' relgrSv If therefore he , hsjd bef^Fc' fpojten^ with 
any intei|ipe£ance, he coul4 now cooDy and gravely |iflurc 
him, that wliat he ha4 faifl was He refult of Tmtx^e. re- 
fiedioo, arid that he was^tiot difpdfed to retraxit a ^finglc 
fyllable. Hi would on the coqtmr^ repeat It, af hi* opi- 
nion under the prefent circumftaiices— " that thie. ]^rince 
of Wales^ in point of ri^ht^ whati?ver he might clftinriifroni 
the aifcretiofio^ Parliament, had do more clafnt to hold 
the executive goverment ot this country than inyiotlier 
fubjed whatftjcv^r T Wlf Mr. Somefs\ h< :v^auld afk, or 
any otjier of the fugportets of^tlw Rcvohition, hadlicld 
this la|»g"5^iat th^t sera,' wohH, It tjicrefpre hav^'ibcen 
that he meanti thwijiy tp'Ji^ve put l^njiflf -in competition 
with, or excluo e the- rightful- ola««ft eSf hifr PMn e cf .W il- 
liam the Third? — i-The language was, on the contrary 
that of the Conftitution, whi^i as fuch he fhould b^ aK 
-w^ys proud to repeat. * " ^ 
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Exira^sfrom Jud^e Blackjione^s Conwmf^nrlesj^ 

VoL I. p, 2IO, 211, . 

. IT gj>pfiar8 fron^tjbe higheft authority this.natiQn isjaCT 
q^ainted mih^ that, the Crown of En^and hadi ever beelfr 
0».heredit9cry; Crown, though • /uLje^ teJ(miiafIotupyiP.af^ 
liofkent. Tt^e /irft inft^nc^ ia ttip.fai|ip^s,Blllof ^xclufipn 
inti^ latjter endol King (Jharleat duj, Second'* reign,- 
Tb£ porpourt 9£ rtht Bill i¥?iito hayc fet afide the K.ing'% 
IwxAher and prefmpptiye lwu> the ]>iikf^o£ Yor^, on th4 
C^pre of his ^^ing a Pfipiil ;. itp/dljed the Hoiife of Com* 
, mpas, but iw^w .rpjc<9:ed jby thc,L»rds.'. From this tran<» 
lidiion.weinay c<^£^ two,thing5ri ftrft,; that the Crowa 
ijras UBive^fa% acl^nowkdged to be: hewditaryr and. the 
inheritance indefeafible, unlefs\by Fat^men^> Secondlyj 
that the Parliament had a power to have defeated the in'' 
heritance^eHe..ixu:k a j^l ba<i..hffn inpfFf^nal. The 
Lords did not difpute the/>o«;^, but the propriety. 

'The true groun^and pt^fnqj^^ trg[on.whicl^ that i»Am^ 
\ rable event (the Revolution ii| 1 6^ 8.^ proceeded, was a» 
entirely new cafe in politics. It was not a defeazance of 
tKe righ^offucceflion, and a^ijew^^Uniitatiopof the,Pyot»i 
hy the King and both Houfa of Parliament ; it wsjhe a& q^ 
tie nation ahne, up0» convidioa ]thattheref\Ya8 nj) King, 
in being. , - '' /; " • . ^ . . - . , 

. BUckfioneh ComTneniarm^ Z.i^v» Whenever a queftioa 
arife$ between ;thfJ focie^y ?t .Ja»^ 9*id any magif^ 
trate vefted with powers originally 4elegated by; that fo- 
Wtj^ it muftjb?, decided by the vqiice^of the fofiicty it- 
fj^lf.;^ fhere is nAt upon eartji any pth^r tribunal to refort 
to. And that tfeefe confequences were fairly deduced 

from 
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lhn;i thcfe hdi% our anc^ftors havie folcmnly determine 
m a full parliamentary convention, rcprefcnting the 
vJK^fociety. 

214. He fa^^s, If the Throne be at any time vacant, 
whi<A inay happen fy other means bpfides that of abdica- 
Iton; if, I fay, a vacancy by ar^ meant nvhatfoever^' 
fiifTdid happen, the right of diQ)o|ing of this vacanc5r^ 
feems naturally to refiilt to the Lords and Commons^ the* 
Trufteea and Rcprcleirtativear of the Nation. For there 
sgre no other band* In ivhich it can fo properly be in* 
truftcd, and there i^ a neceflity of its being intruftcdl 
foWiewhere ;' elfe the whble franic of government muft be 
iKffalved and pcrifh. The Lords and Commons having 
Aereforc determined tliis main fundamental article, they 
proceeded -to fill up the vacancy in. fuch manner a9 
fhcy jud^d the moft proper* 



^xtra^from the Works ofDoSlor Swifty Dean 
ofSu Patrick^s. 

■•* There are two queftions to be confidcred, firft, WhcK 
thernpon the foot of pur conftitution, as it flood in the 
peign of the late King ^m^/, a King of JSngland may 
te depofetj? The fccond i». Whether the people of 
England^ convened by thdr own authority, after the King 
had withdrawn hinajfelf iij tlie manner h^ did, had power 
16 alter the fuccefRon ? 

As for the* firfl, it is a point I IhaU not prefume t<| 
determine, and {hall therefore pnly fayjj tha:t to any man 
V'ho holds the negative, I would demand the liberty of 

ptting 
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flitting the cifc ai ftrongly as I plcafc. I wfll.fiippofc % 
Prince, limited by laws like crura, yet ninniiig into * 
thoufand caprices of cruelty, like Nero or CaSgtda'i I 
will fuppofe him to murder his mother and his wife, to 
Gonunit inceft, to ravifli matrons^ to \Aovf up the fenate, 
^nd bum Us metropolis, openly to renounce God and 
dhrii!:, and worfhip the devil; thde and the like exorbi- 
. tances, are in the power of a fingle porfon to commit 
without the advice 'of a Miniftry, or afliftance o^ an 
army. .And if fuch a King as I have defcribed cannot 
be depoTed but by his own confent in Parliament, I dd 
not well fee how h« can be repjifdy m what can be meant 
•by a Zfwti/^^monarchy ; or what figrtifies the people's con- 
fent in making and repealing laws, if the perfon whaad- 
minifters hath no tie but <*onfcience^ and is anfwerabk to 
none but God, Idefire no ftrongerproof ofan opinioit 
being falfe, than to find very great abfurdities annexed to 
hi and there cannot b^ greater than in the prefent cafe, 
for it is not a t>are fpeculation that Kings may run into 
fbch enormities as are abovementioned i the pra6Uce may 
be proved by examples, riot 6nly dtawn from the firft- 
Cafarsf or later Emperors, but many modem Princes o^ 
Europe^ fuch ad Peter the CfUeh PhUHp the Second oi 
Spairiy John J^afilo^its of Mufiovy^ aiid in our bwtf na- 
tion, King Johnj Rkhard the TLird, and Henry the 
J^ighth. But there cannot be equal abfurdities fuppoled 
in maintaining tHe contrary opinion, beca\ife it h certain; 
that Princes have it in their power to keep a majority .on. 
their iide by any tolerable Adminiftratiouf till provoked' 
by continual oppreifions ; no nian, ■ indeed, can theE 
anfwer where the madnefs of the people vfriH flop. > 

/ . . ^ 
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^ At i6 the fecoftd part of the objeAion, %yiiethtfr tl^ 
• ^c^e of JSagfasd conycnedr by their own alithority, upoii 
King, jfa&s^^ precipitate departure, had power to ahdi 
iheXdccefiionf • . /' 

. -Iq anfvrer to t£is^ I think it is manifieft, from th^ 
^»£Uoe of the wife^nationsi and who firem.to have had 
^ the tmeft notiona of frdeciomt that, yrhen a Prince wai 
laid ^xde for mal-adminiilration* the noble* and peopfle# 
they* thought it necefiary fpr the publie weal, did refi;rihie . 
the adminiftration of the Supreme pow«r (the power itfetf 
having always bden io them), add did not onty alter thd 
fucoefiion^ but oftea the very fonh of government toO| 
becaufe they believed there was no natural right in oa^ 
man to govern another, but that aU uras by inftitutioqv 
ior^^ ox confeHt» XhU6 the cities of Gnec^j when they 
dr6v« out their tyrannical King», ' either cboie othert 
£fom a new fan^ily, or aboUfted the kingly gay^nmentji 
and became free ftat^ . Thu* the /S^/n^n/,. upon tibe ex- 
pUlfion of Tayqmn% foupd' it inconvenient for them to ba 
.'Aihjed any. longer to the pride, theluft, tli£ cruelty, 2n4 • 
arbitrary .wiHV)f Single -petfonsy and thereforig bygeoerat 
con^At enitiiNtly altered the whole fr»ne of their govern'* 
H^pnt, Nor do I fincj the proceedings of either in this 
point ta have been condemned by any Hiftorian of the. 
focceeding ages. . . 

But a great deal hath been alre^wly faid by other ^n\ 
tars opon tWs invidious and beaten fubjeft ; therefor^ I 
fhflU let it ^all,' though the point is'commonly niiftakeB,^ 
d^ecially by the^Aan^rj, who* of 911 others, feem leaft ^tO» 
underfband the natiireof. Government in general; lik^ un*i 
der worknien,' who arc expert enough at making>Ji finghr 
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wheel tn a dock* but are utterly ignorant how to adjuft 
the feveralpart8» or rtgulate the movements. 

To return* therefore* from this digreffion* i% is a Church 
of England man^s opmion, that the freedom of a nation 
confifts in an abfolute unRnuteds le^tflativc power ^ wherein 
the whole body of the people are fairly reprefented* and 
in an executive duly Kmited; becaufe on this fide likewifc 
there may be dangerous degrees* and a very ill extreme. 
For when two parties in a State «re pretty equal in fower^ 
fretenfiotUf merits^ and virtue (for thefe two laft are* with 
relation to parties and a Court* quite different things)* it 
hath been the opinion of the beft writers upon Govern- 
ment* that a Prince ought not in any fq^ to be under the 
guidance or influence of either* becaufe he declines by this 
means from his office of preiiding over the wboki to be the 
head oi^L party ^ which* befides the indignity* renders him 
Bnfwerd>le for all public mifmanagements* pd the confe- 
quences of them \ and in whatever ftate , this happens* 
there muft either be a weakncls in the Prince^ or Mi- 
lliftry. 
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BRIEF DEDUCTIONS, ^c. 

I K A 
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TO 

POLITICAL BLOSSOMS. 



A^ V £ R T I S E M E N T. 

< TllE writer of the following Pojl- 
fcript, in anfwer to the Author of the 
« Brief Dtduaions^' esfr. did not fee that 
production till Sunday night at 10 6^ clock; 
and the following Po/lfcript was the refult 
of three hours immediate labour, which 
will, he hopes, he a fujicient apology for 
any incorre&nefs jn the performance. 



Monday Morning, 
2 2d Dec. 1788, 
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. P, S T S C il I P T. 

SINCE the publication of this pamphlet, a very ca- 
rious publication has made itfs appearance, under 
the title of " Brief ; Deduakns ^relative to the aid 
andfupply of the executive power^ according to the law of the 
land, in cafes of infancy, dettriutny cfr otlier inCapaci^ of the 
King.^* The Author of this imperfe6k (ketch of ideas (as 
he juftly expreffes himfelf) tells us, he is a profeffional man, 
and that he has " infufEciently and imperfcfUy invefti- 
gated the law of the land on this very interefting qucf- 
tion.'^ 

The Editor prefumes he is one of that unlearned pro* 
fefjion, as Lord Bolingbroke calls it, who of all others 
feems leafl to underftand the nature of Government in 
general ; and who, as Strnft fays, like an underworkman, 
expert enough at making a fingle wheel, but utterly igno- 
rant how to adjuft the fevend^rts,.or regulate th^move* 
ments of Government. 

The Author of the Brief DfduStions, lie. fecms to be 
one of thefe underworkmen, who attempts to regulate Hs^t 
movements t>f Government at this moment, but (hews himi> 
felf utterly ignorant of the principles even of his own pro- 
feflion. While he attempts t:o fhcw others the way, he is 
fb confufed, that he leaves them in the lurch, without one 
fingle ray of fenfe or principle to explore the labyrinth of 
his confufed Pediidtions. ..... 

He tells us, firfl, that till the two ffotifei of ParSament 
appoint a Regency to 'aft for the ' King, the executive 
powe is « lodged— ^wher e ^ either in the whole Peer* 
age, or thp con/ilium ordinarium, l^c. if it cxiftsi— — or in 
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the extftitig Privy Councfl, till the Lords are affemhkd iil 
Parliament : that is, in other words, it is in this, that, 
or the other — ^but whidi we muft find out. 

It is generally faid, that law is the perfeAion of reafon, 
and ufually defined and fettled upon fqme certain prin- 
ciple : but this Gentleman feems to be involved in his 
own obfcurity, and glorious uncertainty , of profeffional 
ideas. , 

A man of plain common fenfe would, naturally afk. 
Why the two Houfcs of Parliament, as the learned Gen- 
tleman calls them, but as we more, properly fay, the Lords 
and Commons, as the guardians and reprefentatives of the 
people, have not tht power to appoint the Regent with 
fuch powers as they think fit ; why, I fay, the Lords and 
Commons cannot^ by their own power and a^ithority, or- 
der that to be done, as well as delegate an authority to 
■a Commiflioner to do it. The Lords and Commons are 
the Grand Council of the nation, into whofe* hands the 
power and the right of fupplying the deficieiicy devolves; 
and every man will naturaHy look to them for the exer- 
cife of fuch power and right, unlefs they can find any 
AQ. of Parliament or Common Law inilitution to the con- 
trary.. The people will never look to the Peerage where 
they arc not reprefented,* nor will the Peers ^look to a 
Privy Council who muy or may not exift, as the learned 
Gentlemaa fuppofes; for thefe arc but as the inferior 
.wheels of the State; the fuprcme power being in tlie 
Lords and Commons during the incapacity of the Firft 
Magiftrate. Nothing can be more abfurd than to fup- 
.pofe, tliat an inferior Council (unlefs by pofitive inftitu- 
tion) (hould have a power or right preferable to the fu- 
preme. It would hare been more fatisfadory to the Pub- 
.lic, if the Gentleman had told us to what authority we 
might look for his Dedudlions, according to the law of the 
land, inftead of fupplying them from Utopia. 

It 
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' It 18 a known maxim of law» that in the King is no m* 
norify. It hath been ufually thought prudent^ when the 
heir apparent has been vjcry young, to appoint a Protcftor, 
Guardian, or Regent^ for a limited time : but the very ne- 
ceffity of fuch extraordinary proviiion is fufiicient to do- 
monftrate the truth of that maxim, anrdl therefore he hath 
UP legal guardian. Mx. Jufticc Bkickilone fiiya, " Nei- 
ther can the King in judgment of law, as King, ever be a 
minor, or under age ; and therefore hiai royal grants and 
aflents to afls of Parliament are good, though he- Jias 
not in his natural capacity attained the legal age of 
twenty-one," — Finch's law, 82. . . 

Where this Gentleman,^ therefore, has found his laiof < 
that in the cafe of the infancy of the King, the executive 
power is in the Peerage or Privy Council, is difficult to 
determine. 

Mr. Juftice Blackftone in his Commentaries fay3, 
" The methods of appointing this Guardian or Regent 
havjs been fo various, and the duration of his power fo 
uncertain, that from thence alone it may be coUeded, 
that cffice is untnonvn t9 the Common Lai^^ and therefore 
(as Sir Edward Coke fays, 4th Inftitutc, 58) the fureft 
.way is to have him made by authority of the Great Council in 
^ Parliament i which indifputably We the Lords and Com- 
mons." 

The fecond propofitipn, " That either the Cpunc9 of 
. " Peerage, or the confilium ordinaritmf or the Privy Coun^, 
;" have the controul over the Great and Privy Seal, and 
."may ufe them in affembling Parliament," 3cc. is involved 
in the firft propofition^ which appears to be ill founded, 
. and confequently the fecond not maintainable* 

The third proportion (as it is calkd) is fuch a wiU 
jargon of ideas, that it is impoflible to find any true 
. propolition in it. 

Every 
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" Every maii knows that widiout the King, or his Re-^ 
prefontativcy there can be no ParKament, nor legiflativfr 
a^ done; becaufe he is an eifential part of the Confti- 
trition, v^ch confifb of King, Lords^ and Commons.— 
But it is equally dear, that in the cafe of incapacity of 
the King, thie Conftitution muft be diifolvedl; unlefs the 
Lords and Commons, in Convention, place the executive 
j^ver in fome hands, ^ they did at the Revolution. 
And we may bid defiance to this learned Gentleman to 
produce any Law opinion of Lord Coke or Lord Hale 
tb the contrary, or to fhew any odier lego/ mode of 
creating a, Reprefentative for the King. When the 
Lords and Commons have from the neceffity of the cafe 
fupplied that executive power by appointing a Regent 
Or Guardian during the incapacity, fuch Regent may 
meet the Lords and Conunons, and then, they become a 
Parliament. 

The learned Gentleman impute errors to the Lords 
and Commons in theur proceedings, like the drunken man, 
who thinks all the world is turning round, but cannot 
find out it is his own giddinefs. — He fays, "it was a great 
trnir in the cafe now depending, not to have appointed a 
Commiffioner for reprefenting the King,, and for holding 
the Parliament /rrDff9i(# io the meeting on the prorogat'ton^^^r* « 
It was alfo, as it ftrikes him, a continuance of this error, 
that the two Houfes have aAed as if the Parliament 
was compleat." 

The poor Gentleman feems wandering himfelf, and 
vcry-nearly in his delirium. Who does he fuppofe ought 
to have appointed this Conwniflioner? Not the two 
Houfes -^becaufe they could i^ot meet before the time to 
which they were prorogued by the King. In whom is. 
the power vefted^Is it in the CouhciJ of Peerage, the 
cottfiKum orSnarium^ or tlfc Privy Council? If fo,* where 
docs he find his authority, and who are to fummon thefe 
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Councils, and which of them arc to detcrinmc? If tll^ 
Lords and Commons arc to appoint this Commiflioncr to 
reprcfent the King, then the Conuniifioner is to caB 
a meeting of Parliament, to appoint another Rcprc- 
fcntative of the King, called a Regent ; this would be 
mperium in mperio et fancho in the land of Quixotifm* 
For if the Lords and Commons may appoint a Com- 
mimoner to reprefent the King, they may appoint a 
Regent in the firil inftance^ with pow^'to a6t in th« 
King's name. 

Such a Conftitution would not outlaft the day \% is bom 
in ; and the introdu^ion of this Commiffiooer, would b« 
like CatQ cortiing into the Theatre, — only to go out 
again. 

The other affertion, that the two Houfes have aAed ai 
if the Parliament was compleat— rcan only exift in the 
Author's brain — for if the Parliament was compleat, 
there would be no neceifity to appoint a Regent. ^ 

The fourth propofition is equally abfurd-^He fays— 
** When Parliament, is thus affembkd, with fuch a Com* 
*< miflioner to reprefent the Kpg, and to make the Parr 
*« liament compleat, it refts with the two Houfes in a 
** parliamentary way to fubftitute a perman&U fupply of 
^ ••^ the executive power in the place of that immediate 

** fupply.'' Now, iS the Commiffioner, with the two 
Houfes, make the Parliament compleat, there is no 
need of any other fupply, becaufe the executive pow^ 
is exercifed by the * Commiffioner until the King is re« 
ftored; and there can be no pemume^ fupply but bf 
declaring the Prince King. 

'The learned Gentleman prefcntly contradids all he has 
faid; for the fixth and feventh propofitions maintain, 
that « the two Houfes of Parliament have ufually exerd/ed 
« their 4iferetlon in conftituting a Joint Regency, fom^- 
^* times With a Protedor and principal Counfellor at the 

«< head— ^ 



X 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



■^■»^^1|P «««Vltl II I ^ 



C 8' '3 

** head — fometimes wJthout." What is becqnic of the 
Commiflioner which he juil now introduced and thought 
neceffary to the choice of a Regent ? 

Eighthly, he lays,- " AU^ or almojl ally the precedents 
•* of former times will be found to be in favour of vefting 
** the entire executive power in the intended Regeht, 
** nmihout r^/lriSion or limitation as to creating peers* 
** granting offices, &Ck" 

Eecaufe he confiders the precedents of a capable king 
making a cuftos reghi during " his abfence from the realm 
•* as not fiairly applicable." Now it feen^s, that the laft 
precedent is the only cafe fairly applicable to the prefent. . 
For it is but a temporary abfence of mind under which 
the Chief Magiilrate labours; and as foon as he returns to 
his mind, like the capable king to his realm, he aflumes 
the whole executive power again. — ^The reafons given by 
the learned Gentleman againft reftriding the Regent as 
to creating peers, operates the other way in favour of. re- 
ftriflion; namely, the indelicacy and difrefpedl to the 
perfon whofe fole right it is. For it is veiled only in the 
King by the Confiitution of England; and, as a Regent is 
not the King, but holds the executive power, only in Trufi 
for the King and the people, he ought to be reftrained from 
exerciling that part of the prerogative which is perfeAly 
unneceffary'for the puipofes of government. If the Re- 
gent then be reftrained from this portion of prerogative, I 
am perfe£lly at a lofs to lind out thofe confequences which 
the learned Author fays muft follow, viz. that it will let in 
the two Houfes oT Parliament into a participation of exe- 
cutive government, and into the exercife of the regal 
preiogative. To participate in what a man has not, is 
new. 

I know not by what logic the Gentleman makes his 

Dedudions ; but if he can give us no better fpecimens of 

his rcafoning than he has of his knowledge^ of the Confti- 

tutioDi he would do well to attend to' his private affairs; 
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«nd if lie 18 inclined to promulgate hjs Utopmti fyfem 
tind laws, he may amufc himfelf and his l^Ie Senate at 
honie. 

We are not at this time to look to precedents o£ former 
times before the Conftitutlon was fettled, but to thofe of 
later times, if any cad be found. But it Is admitted on 
all hands, that the cafe is new in politics, and never ex* 
ifted before ; confequently the Public can only reafbri 
from analogy and the pri^clple8 of the Conftitution as at 
frcfent eftabliihed. 

We have heard Mr. Fox loudly proclaim how neceflary 
it was to pare the nails of the old Lion, and retrain th« 
power of the Crown, that it may do no milchicf to &€ 
people ; why then fhould the young Lion be left without 
reftraint, who is more likely to be wanton with powers 
and giv* more reafon for alarm' than the old Lion who ik 
grown tame by his limited habits. In fhort, it is the duty 
of the Lords and Commons, upon whom the light of 
fupplying the executive power devolves, in the prefent; 
emergency, as at the Revolution-— to take care of the rights 
of the people, and thofe prerogatives Hvhich they are 
bound to prefcrve for the King when he ihajl be i^ftored 
to U8 ; and in committing that truft to the Regent, lay 
fuch reftriftions upon him, as may prevent any diminui 
tion of the King's rights or mal-adminiftration of tk« 
State. In (hort, the whole is reduced to a point of dift 
cretion. 

^ The Lion is at the DooR'^hafl we open at, 
and let him loofe upon the people; or, — ^fhall we (hut the 
door and keep him faft, that he does no mifchicf ? 
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